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Lesson Recap - March 9, 2025

1. Overview of Reconciliation and Forgiveness
o Distinct Concepts:
o Forgiveness:

= Begins with the individual, it’s a personal act where you forgive without necessarily
requiring the other person’s involvement.

» There’s an urgency in forgiving because God measures how He forgives us by how we
extend forgiveness.

o Reconciliation:

= Involves restoring a relationship between two people or reintegrating someone back into
community.

= Unlike forgiveness, reconciliation requires the willingness of both parties to repair the
relationship.

2. Biblical Examples Demonstrating Time and Transformation
e Jacob and Esau:
o Their reconciliation took 20 years.
o This delay was necessary for both hearts to change and for the relationship to be restored.
o Joseph and His Brothers:

o Joseph’s reconciliation with his brothers also came after years of separation, highlighting that
healing and restoring relationships can be a process.

1|Page



SHI nergized
IN US SUNDAYS
S tarhood " 8:30 AM EASTERN

Spirit | Mind | Body.

Sprtiteeal CSureporvetrcertts CSxlerece

MARCH 9, 2025

STOP BEING BASIC...FORGIVENESS, Part 5
Rom 5:10-11 - 2Cor 5:18-19 - Phil 1:10-21

: QZOOm JOIN ONLINE OR CALL: 646-558-8656
‘ MEETING ID: 5304411689 | PASSCODE: 057058

Register, Login or Learn More at www.SHEnergizedSisStarhood.com

Lesson Recap - March 9, 2025

e Application:

o God sometimes allows periods of separation so that transformation can occur in the hearts of those
involved.

o This shows that reconciliation is a process that may require time, patience, and growth.

3. The Ministry (or Vocation) of Reconciliation
o Core Message:

o The lesson emphasizes that the gospel’s heart is reconciliation—being restored to God even when
we were once enemies.

o Scriptural references (e.g., Romans 5:10-11) underline that while we were enemies, God
reconciled us through the sacrifice of His Son.

e Our Calling:

o Each believer is given the “ministry of reconciliation.”

o This is not tied to our career or job but is our divine purpose and vocation.

o Our responsibility includes “seeking and saving the lost” by sharing how Christ reconciled us.
e Analogy with Professional Training:

o Just as one studies and gets certified for a career (lawyer, nurse, plumber, etc.), believers are
expected to learn, be tested, and become “certified” in the ministry of reconciliation.

o  Without proper grounding in God’s word and transformation, our ability to reconcile others is
limited.
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4. Preparing for Effective Ministry
e Study and Organization:
o SisStar Katrina stresses the importance of reading and internalizing Scripture.

o Using the Bible effectively is likened to being prepared for an “open-book exam”—if you haven’t
studied or organized your knowledge, you won’t be able to minister effectively.

o Practical Readiness:

o Being prepared means having a deep understanding of the Bible and being ready to apply its
teachings in real-life situations.

o This preparation equips you to share the message of reconciliation authentically and effectively.

5. Lessons from the Book of Philemon
¢ Context and Content:

o The story in Philemon addresses the return of a slave (Onesimus) to his master, illustrating a
transformation in relationship—from a master-slave dynamic to a brotherhood in Christ.

e Key Points:
o Transformation and Accountability:

= The individual who was once considered “useless” or in a state of bondage is now viewed
as a valuable, reformed person because of his new identity in Christ.

o Restorative Process:

*  While the former wrong must be acknowledged and restitution made, the relationship is
not meant to continue in its old, oppressive form.
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= The reconciliation process demands both forgiveness and a redefinition of the
relationship—moving from one based on power dynamics to one of mutual brotherhood.

6. Concluding Emphasis
o Personal Transformation:

o The lesson challenges listeners to examine whether they have “done the work™ in their own lives
before expecting to effectively minister reconciliation to others.

o Personal struggles with forgiveness can impede the ability to share God’s message.
e Living the Message:

o Instead of focusing solely on traditions or external rules (like what kind of music to use or who
should preach), the central message is to share how Christ’s sacrifice brought reconciliation.

o The transformed life of a believer should be a living testimony to the power of reconciliation with
God.

e Call to Action:

o SisStars are encouraged to embrace their vocation as ministers of reconciliation, fully grounded in
their personal transformation and ready to extend forgiveness and restore relationships.

This recap encapsulates the key themes of the lesson: the nuanced differences between forgiveness and
reconciliation, the importance of time and transformation in mending relationships, the divine calling to reconcile
as a ministry, and practical preparation for living out and sharing this truth.
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